
Name Period 
of use 

Frequency 
of use 

Type of use Access Locality/ 
neighbourhood 

Comments 

ANSLEY, D 1985 – 
present 

Daily Kite flying, bird watching, 
walking, children’s picnics, 
blackberrying 

Via FP behind 
Mountbatten 
Way on Lees Rd 

“Resident 
Mountbatten Way” 

Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

ARTER, N 1987 – 
present 

Weekly Running, walking, kite flying, 
dog walking 

R/o 1 Mount-
batten Way and 
far right of field 

Not stated Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

BEAUCHAM
P, T 

2005 – 
present 

Daily Dog walking Canterbury Rd 
and Lees Rd 

Not stated There are always people using the field, 
either dog walking, horse riding, kite flying etc 

BEAVERS, J 1992 – 
present 

Monthly Walking with dig and 
children, snow games, 
picking fruit 

From FPs and 
gaps in hedge 
around field. 

“Smeeth and 
Brabourne” 

Observed use by others on monthly basis for 
various activities. 

BELLWOOD, 
A & K 

1982 – 
present 

Daily or 
weekly 

Playing as a child, cycling, 
climbing hay bales, bird 
spotting, kite flying, ball 
games, Frisbee, running, 
using FPs to get to school, 
snow games, blackberrying 

From back 
garden and 
various FPs 
around field 

“Mountbatten Way 
in Brabourne 
Lees” 

Used the whole of the field. Observed use by 
others every day for various activities. 

BUTLER, A 1990 – 
present 

Weekly/ daily Dog walking, rambling, 
picking fruit snow games 

Several access 
points 

“Resident of 
Prospect Way” 

Have used Hospital Field throughout the year 
including when crops being grown. 

COLMAN, S 25 yrs? Weekly Fruit picking, kite flying, 
walks 

FP entrances 
Lees Rd and 
Canterbury Rd 

“Resident of 
Canterbury Road” 

Evidence questionnaire unsigned and 
undated. 

COUPE, J 1985 – 
present 

Monthly on 
average 

Exercising dog, as playing 
field for children, walking, 
fruit picking 

Various access 
points, some of 
which are FPs 

“Resident of 
Brabourne Lees” 

Observed use by others on a daily basis 

CROUCH, A 2003 – 
present 

Weekly Walking, ball games, nature 
observation, stargazing, bat 
detecting, snow games, 
looking for surface 
archaeological items 

Gateways and 
access points 
associated with 
FPs 

“Brabourne Lees 
village” 

Observed use daily for walking and dog 
walking, others more weekly. 

DAVISON, S 2000 – 
present 

Several times 
per week 

Dog walking, walking, 
running, photography, wildlife 
observation. 

Different 
entrances on 
roads or alley 
from M/b Way 

“Resident of 
Brabourne Lees” 

I have used all parts of the field and never  
felt restricted to the footpaths. The field is in 
constant use. If the field is ploughed, it can  
be difficult to walk across but normally OK  
on the FP and edge. 

DAVISON, R 
& M 

1986 – 
present 

Daily/weekly Crossing field via FPs, 
children played in field when 
young, cycling along path, 
walking to allotment, jogging 

Through FP btwn 
35 and 65 
Mountbatten 
Way 

“Mountbatten Way 
Brabourne Lees” 

Observed use by others on a daily basis. 
Over the past 30 years, field consistently 
used by walkers, joggers, cyclists, horse 
riders, children, After harvest-time, people 
use field for collecting blackberries, plums  
etc and exercising dogs. 
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DOLDING, T 1987 – 
present 

Often daily Dog walking, family walking, 
fruit picking 

From Mount-
batten Way 

 The land is an amenity field that has been 
freely available without restriction. The usage 
is every day and throughout the day. 

FENNELL, B 1971 – 
present 

Occasionally Children playing, dog 
walking, fishing 

From Lees Road  I have always believed it is common land. 

FITZGERALD
, P 

1982 – 
present 

Occasionally General recreation Over a stile from 
Lees Road 

  

FLEMING, F 1999 – 
present 

Variable Walks, hedgerow picking, 
ball games, snow games, 
nature trails, cycling, picnics 

Via entry point in 
hedge 

“village of 
Brabourne Lees” 

Observed regular usage by others. 

GILBURT, D 2010 – 
present 

Weekly Dog walking, playing in the 
pond, picking berries, playing 
with children 

Various – from 
roads and alley 

“resident of 
Canterbury Road” 

Some ploughing close to the hedge made 
walking difficult. 

GODFREY, A 1986 – 
present 

Weekly Have always used FPs for 
dog walking 

Canterbury Road 
or Lees Road 

“have lived in 
village all my life” 

Observed use by others for walking on daily 
basis. 

GRAHAM, R 1980 – 
present 

Mostly daily Walking around hedgerows, 
enjoying countryside, nature 
observation with children, 
fruit picking, exercising dogs, 
playing with children, picnics 

FP to rear of 1 
Mountbatten 
Way 

“long term 
resident of 
Brabourne Lees” 

A large amount of local people have used the 
field in the same way as I have. 

HALL, S & J 1996 – 
present 

Occasionally, 
was weekly 

Walking, fruit collection, snow 
games, children cycling, 
playing, ball games and 
meeting friends 

FP from M/b 
Way or from 
Canterbury Road 

“Brabourne Lees”  

HARDIMAN, 
T 

2011 – 
present 

Daily Running, walking with 
children, picnics, bird 
watching 

R/o Mountbatten 
Way, all FPs 

“Brabourne Lees” Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

HARRIS, G 2005 – 
present 

Several times 
per week, 
more since 
2010 

Dog walking, jogging, walking Several 
entrances but 
mainly the 2 from 
M/b Way 

“Brabourne Lees” In the last 2 years or so the farmer has taken 
to ploughing the field edges and footpath 
which can make it difficult to use. Saw others 
using the route on a daily basis. 

HATCHER, V 2010 – 
present 

Weekly Walking, geocaching, bug 
hunting over whole field 

Footpaths Not stated Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

HAYES,  1986 – 
present 

Usually daily, 
monthly in 
winter 

Flying kite and model aircraft, 
dog walking, walk to shops, 
blackberrying 

Canterbury Road 
opp Chapel Farm 
entrance 

None stated Observed daily use by others for horse riding, 
jogging, kite flying, dog walking, children 
playing, metal detectors. 

HICKMOTT, 
M 

1994 – 
2013 

At least 
weekly 

Walking on and off footpaths, 
cycling when young, 
exercising dogs when young. 

Gate, stile or 
open to road. 

“lived in 
Brabourne for 53 
years” 

Used since 1962 but moved away from area 
1975-80 and 1991-94. Land has been used 
by villagers for many years; has been poorly 
farmed on occasional basis but this has not 
stopped use. 



 

HILL, J & L 2004 – 
present 

Weekly Walking, cycling, kite flying, 
bird spotting 

Via pathway next 
to house 

“live a very short 
walk from the 
land” 

Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

HOLYOAKE 
& BEWICK 

2001 -  
present 

Daily Dog walking, fruit picking, 
enjoying countryside 

FP from Lees 
Road 

Not stated Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

HOULT, M & 
S 

2004 – 
present 

Daily Dog walking Lees Rd or 
C’bury Rd 

“Smeeth” Observed daily use by others for dog walking, 
metal detectors, children playing generally. 

JESSOP, S 1981 – 
present 

Weekly Playing with children, dog 
walking, ball games 

Canterbury Road “Brabourne Lees” Observed daily use by others for walking, 
rambling and football. 

JORDAN, P 
& C 

1986 – 
present 

Daily Kite flying, dog walking, fruit 
picking, star gazing, bird 
watching, picnics, snow 
games, playing with children 

Alleyway from 
Mountbatten 
Way 

 Field used daily by dog walkers regardless of 
weather; dogs run in and out of crop as they 
follow owners crossing field on tracks left by 
tractor between rows of crops as well as FPs. 

KELSALL, N 1987 – 
present 

2-3 times per 
week, more in 
summer 

Dog walking and stick/ball 
chasing on whole field when 
possible, fruit picking 

Canterbury Road 
or Lees Road 

Not stated Observed use by others regularly. 

LLOYD, C 1985 – 
present 

Weekly Dog walking, running/ 
walking, blackberry picking 

From Lees Road Not stated Observed use by others on a daily basis. 

McROBERTS
, L & T 

2014 – 
present 

Daily in 
summer, 
otherwise 
weekly 

Dog walking, ball games, kite 
flying, nature rambles, 
playing with children,  

FPs from Lees 
Road or 
Mountbatten 
Way 

“Mountbatten 
Way” 

Some people walk along defined routes but 
just as many use the field in general without 
sticking to paths. During crop season use can 
become limited to the FPs but following 
harvest in August we were able to gain full 
use of the field again. 

MADINA & 
SANDOM 

2012 – 
present 

Weekly/ 
monthly 

Walking, jogging, fruit picking Canterbury Road “area adj. 
Canterbury Rd/ 
Plain Road” 

Observed use by others. 

MELLOR, J & 
P 

30+ yrs 
ago 

Monthly, 
occasionally 

Dog walking, rambling with 
children, fruit picking 

FP from Lees Rd 
or Canterbury Rd 

Not stated Observed use by others. 

MORTIMER, 
T 

1989 – 
present 

Weekly or 
fortnightly, 
infrequently in 
winter 

Walking (not on FPs) or 
wandering across the whole 
field, enjoying countryside, 
playing with children 

Many points of 
open unrestricted 
access 

“neighbourhood  
of Brabourne 
Lees” 

A significant number of users pay little or no 
regard to the path routes other than to gain 
access to the field. One is rarely alone on the 
field for long. 

MORTIMER, 
J 

2002 – 
present 

Occasionally, 
more in spring 
/summer 

Walking, cycling, walking 
to/from school with children 

From path by 63 
M/b Way or from 
Canterbury Road 

“Brabourne Lees” Observed use by others on a daily basis 

NORCOTT, J 1989 – 
present 

Most weeks Walking children to school, 
horse riding, rambling, 
children playing 

Mainly from FP 
in M/b Way or 
garden gate 

 Observed daily use by others 



 

OCKENDON, 
L & C 

2008 – 
present 

Weekly All of the field for walking, 
cycling, taking dog out, 
playing with children 

FP from road 
using steps 

“Canterbury 
Road” 

Observed use by others on a daily basis 

O’LOONEY, 
B 

1990 – 
present 

Daily Walking, kite flying, bird 
watching, games, incl frisbee 

Numerous 
access points 

“Brabourne Lees” We frequently see people walking on the field 
and exercising their dogs – it is popular with 
village residents. 

PARSONS, A 2001 – 
present 

Now monthly, 
more 
frequently 
prior 

Walking (both social and to 
school with children), snow 
games, kite flying 

Via cutting in 
Mountbatten 
Way 

Not stated Observed daily use by others for dog walking, 
walking and jogging. 

REEVES, C 2014 – 
present 

Weekly, daily 
in spring/ 
summer 

Walking, jogging, family 
rambles and nature walks 
(incl when crops in field) 
cycling, bird spotting 

Back garden 
gate, Lees Road 
and C’bury Road 

“live in Brabourne 
Lees” 

Observed daily use by others throughout the 
year 

REEVES, S 2014 – 
present 

Weekly Walking, running, bird 
spotting 

Via own back 
gate 

“my house backs 
on to field” 

Land is freely accessed, enjoyed and 
appreciated by adults and children who 
undertake numerous recreational activities on 
a frequent basis. 

RIGG, P 1987 – 
present 

Weekly Dog walking, kite flying, 
foraging hedgerows, 
observing wildlife 

All FP access “Brabourne/ 
Smeeth” 

Observed use by others. 

RIPLEY, J 1989 – 
present 

Daily Dog walking, photography, 
children playing 

Canterbury Road Not stated Observed use by others on a daily basis 

ROTHER, T 1977 – 
present 

Generally 
daily 

Mainly to exercise dogs, but 
also to enjoy the countryside 
and for blackberrying 

Gap/entrances in 
the hedges 

Not stated Main constant use is for walking (not confined 
to the footpaths) by have also observed 
children playing, jogging, ball games, horses. 

RUCK, B 1985 – 
present 

Weekly, more 
in dry weather 

Walking, nature observation, 
playing family games, fruit 
picking 

Garden gate 
onto field 

“resident in 
Mountbatten Way” 

Use has been over entire field during fallow 
periods between crops. Roaming at all times 
the large set-aside area bordering Lees Road. 

SANDERS, B 1974 – 
present 

Occasionally Walking From Lees Rd 
and Canterbury 
Rd 

“Brabourne Lees”  

SMITH, L 2006 – 
present 

Daily Dog walking, playing with 
children, ball games, flying 
kites and remote-controlled 
planes, snow activities, 
blackberrying 

Via back gate “Brabourne Lees” Field is in constant use by numerous people 
for various activities. In the 10 years we have 
lived here, not one day goes by without 
observing at least one person using the field, 
regardless of weather conditions. 

SMITHSON, 
R 

2013 – 
present 

Occasionally Walking, fruit picking, cycling 
on FP 

Via FP at bottom 
of driveway 

“Manor Pound” Observed use by others. 



 

 

SPOKES, S 1982 – 
present 

Weekly/daily 
in summer, 
less in winter 

Walking for exercise, dog 
walking and exercising, 
snowballing, blackberrying 

Canterbury Road 
or Lees Road 

  

STOKES, S 1990 – 
present 

Weekly Dog walking and exercise 
using whole of field, ball 
games, kite flying, family 
walks with children, cycling, 
fruit picking, hide and seek 

From Canterbury 
Road, road 
leading to village 
hall and 
Mountbatten Wy 

“live very centrally 
in village” 

Observed monthly use by horse riders. The 
field is a space used daily, especially in 
summer months, by people of all ages. 

STANYON, T 1990 – 
present 

Was monthly, 
now less 
frequently 

Jogging, running, walking Not stated “Smeeth/ 
Brabourne Lees” 

Observed regular use by others. 

STEVENSON
, K 

2009 – 
present 

Daily Walking with family and 
dogs, playing with children, 
chipping golf balls, Frisbee, 
sledging 

Via back gate 
onto field 

“Brabourne Lees” Observed daily use by others. 

STEVENSON
, R 

2009 – 
present 

Daily Walking, fruit picking, dog 
walking, running, cycling 

Via back gate 
onto field 

“Brabourne Lees” Have used and watched people use the open 
field on a daily basis. 

STEVENSON
, S 

2009 – 
present 

Daily Playing catch, football, 
tennis, sledging, cycling, dog 
walking 

Via back gate 
onto field 

“Brabourne Lees” Observed daily use by others. 

TANTON, S 1975 – 
2008 

Occasionally Walking, ball games Existing FP   

THORNBY, F 
& T 

1983 – 
present 

Weekly Walking, bird watching, dog 
walking, fruit picking, nature 
observation 

FP opposite the 
cottage on Lees 
Road. 

“Brabourne Lees” Observed use by others daily, there are 
always people at various times of day using 
the land. 

THORNBY, P 1958 – 
present 

Weekly Walking and dog walking Access points to 
FPs 

“resident of 
Brabourne” 

Observed daily use by others 

TUFF, D 1971 – 
present 

Daily Dog walking, recreational 
walking, kite flying 

Open access via 
Lees Rd and 
Canterbury Rd 

“Brabourne Lees” Have been deterred from using by occasional 
ploughing over of FPs. Land has been used 
recreationally for many years. Section nearest 
Lees Road left uncultivated until recently. 

VINING, R 1989 – 
present 

Most days Walking with and without 
dogs, collecting fruit and 
nuts, picnics, studying nature 

From my garden  This land has been used extensively on most 
days of the year for various activities all seen 
from my house. 

YOUNG, C 1973 – 
present 

Daily Walking children to school, 
dog walking, family walks 

Entrances at 1 
M/b Way, 
Bircholt Cottage, 
Canterbury Rd 

Not stated Four generations of my family have used the 
field, none has ever been refused access or 
asked to leave. 


